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Unemployment Hits Young Workers Hardest - Labor Market Overview

Unemployment has hit younger workers the hardest, with roughly 25% of workers
ages 16 to 24 losing their jobs from February to May due to the virus outbreak.
Traditional sectors employing mostly younger workers, such as leisure, hospitality,
and restaurants, have suffered dramatic drops in business activity since the
outbreak.

Current conditions brought about by the pandemic have made it even more
challenging for high school and college students, as well as graduates, to find short
term and summer job positions.

Younger workers 16-19 years of age are experiencing unemployment rates as high
as 30%, more than double the rate this same time last year. Teenagers are seeing
nearly triple the amount of unemployed compared to all other age groups nationally,
which is 11.1% unemployment as of the most recent data reported by the
Department of Labor.
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